
david o. russell directs a prada-filled fever dream
The Oscar-nominated director of Silver Linings Playbook makes his fashion film debut with Past Forward. He tells us about making abstract art

with Miuccia Prada and why it feels so politically relevant.

         
     

Abstract clips of the short film David O. Russell created with Miuccia Prada debuted at her brand's spring

17 show in September. Past Forward debuted in full yesterday on Prada.com, feeling more intensely

surreal and suspenseful than it might have two months ago. The film follows three glamorous heroines —

Freida Pinto, Allison Williams, and Kuoth Wiel — in a fragmented pursuit through parallel worlds. It's both

dreamlike and uncomfortably real. "I'm very drawn to Hitchcock and the feeling of that pursuit movie,

because unconsciously I knew that the way we were approaching this point in history, we were about to

go over a waterfall," the Oscar-nominated director tells i-D. "Now that we have gone over that waterfall,

it's interesting to me that some people say, 'I thought your movie was about all the experiences and

emotions in life,' and some people would say, 'I thought your movie was about all the people who were

going to be deported.' I never saw it like that, but it completely makes sense."

Prada's spring/summer 17 collection weaves through the layered narratives seamlessly. Minimalist 90s

suits and uncluttered trench coats, free from the flamboyant ostrich feathers that appeared on the runway,

are less important than emotions and identities. O. Russell wanted to approach the project as an abstract

  

1 / 3

    I-D.VICE.COM
Data

Pagina

Foglio

18-11-2016

0
4
4
1
1
9

PRADA: siti web

C
o
d
ic

e
 a

b
b
o
n
a
m

e
n
to

:

Pag. 30



art project that demands to be experienced rather than interpreted. "It wasn't a job or anything — nobody

got paid," he tells i-D. "I didn't know which actors were going to show up. There were numerous actors I

was talking to." We spoke to the director about referencing classic movies and futuristic landscapes in the

context of an uncertain today.

This is your first big fashion project. What appealed to you about working with Miuccia

Prada?

She's not just a designer. She's also a patron of the arts. She has a museum of contemporary art, which is

really amazing. She has done projects with other filmmakers, and she just likes collaborating on works of

art. We were having a conversation about contemporary artists for about a year, and I was intrigued by

what she found interesting in contemporary art. What I find interesting involves surrealism, and the emotion

of a Hitchcock film, and following your instincts, which I think pure cinema does. It's emotional and visual,

and even if you don't understand it it's still a poignant experience.

Did the layering of fragmented identities, feelings, and narratives pose a challenge for you

or was it rather liberating?

It was sort of a cinematic experiment. And to me, it's fascinating, because it feels different to me as I watch

it, as I watch each actor experience the same moment emotionally. Why is it so different when you look at

Freida Pinto or Kuoth Wiel versus Allison Williams. Which poses a really interesting question about identity,

culture, and race… It feels like a Hitchcock film in the way that it has romance and love in it, but it's placed

in an experience where you don't really know what is happening. You don't know if you're going to be

protected or not. That, to me, is a way that the unconscious said something, and when you look at it in

today's context, there's a feeling of the whole security experience, of being treated like a suspect. How

will people be regarded? How will they be treated? All three women have to go through such a strange

test, and the meaning of it is unclear.
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Topics: news, fashion, fashion news, prada, david o. russell, past forward, culture, film

You can certainly experience it in a very real and relevant way. Yet the overwhelming sense

of abstract emotions is almost childlike. How far back do you go in your own life when

referencing dreams, emotions, and movies?

I do think that dreams are purely emotional, and I think paintings or images can be purely emotional. There

are images in the film that are from dreams I had in my childhood, and I look back and think, "What was

that? What was that image?" I think art, at its best, is instinctual, and I just found it very interesting and

liberating to not have dialogue, and to be purely visual. I think there are some emotional chapters in the

film that are universal, and are experienced by each person.

What was your dynamic like with Nancy Collini, the costume stylist?

In all my films, I like a kind of elegance and simplicity of design. I knew I wanted to have that simplicity in

design. I love that people can go through experiences in suits regardless of what they're experiencing and

they still have some shred of dignity. There's one scene with a trench coat, and I bunched it up in the back,

because I knew how I wanted it to look and fall on the body. I didn't want it to look too structured or boxy,

I wanted it to look more natural. It felt like a classic movie to me — a movie memory. It's special for that

reason. Those movies have feelings, and those feelings overlap with feelings we have in our own lives.

Credits

Text Hannah Ongley
Images courtesy of Prada
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Full Text:  

The subjective experience of the modern woman is comprised of an intersection of her varying 

identities, dreams, and histories—an experience that Miuccia Prada has always embraced in her 

women's collections. In 2012, she told Interview, "I would say there is no Prada woman. I'm interested 

in women in general."  

 

It is that intersection between a woman's future and past, fantasy and reality that sparked an 

imaginative collaboration between the Italian designer and the film director and writer known for The 

Fighter and Silver Linings Playbook, David O. Russell. Multi-platform film project Past Forward 

conveys an unconventional narrative that blurs the line between three female characters' real lives and 

dreams, infusing their desires and nightmares into one 1930s-inspired short film.   

 

Starring Allison Williams, Freida Pinto, Kuoth Wiel, John Krasinski, Jack Huston, Sinqua Walls, 

Paula Patton, Connie Britton, and Sacha Baron Cohen, and launched today on Prada's website,  Past 

Forward is an undertaking of the woman's experiences of beauty, love, drama, and ambition. "Here 

was the opportunity to make a journey of cinema guided by layers of movie memories, life images and 

emotions, with no aim except to create art—as if it were a painting or a sculpture—free from normal 
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narrative or audience expectations," says Russell. "The cast and I worked simply for the joy of making 

art." 

The experimental narration Russell leaves Past Forward's viewers with is that same state of the Prada 

woman whom Miuccia Prada said cannot be defined. "What is magical and strange about cinema is 

also magical and strange about life," Russell continues. "Life can be ordinary day to day, go to work, 

come home, etcetera, and yet at the same time it can turn strange, unexpected, surprising, suspenseful. 

Emotions, histories, memories, the past living in the future, the future living in the past." 
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Full Text:  

The seed for director David O. Russell’s new star-studded short film for Miuccia Prada began when 

the designer and director were talking about art, and the conversation soon turned to the idea of 

Russell making a piece of art for Prada. Russell says the designer gave him almost carte blanche to do 

what he wanted, and Russell, in turn, gave that power to his unconscious mind by taking cues from the 

surrealist movement of the 1920s. The result is Past Forward, a silent thriller set within a dream, shot 

in high contrast black and white and packed with familiar faces including Allison Williams, Freida 

Pinto, John Krasinski, and Connie Britton. 

 

The film was first previewed through fragments at Prada's most recent presentation in Paris, and 

debuted in full on Tuesday in Los Angeles. It is now available to view on Prada.com and via 

YouTube, below. Designed as something of a multi-media experience, the film will also play in Prada 

boutiques. 

 

If the result happens to bring to mind particularly of-the-moment thoughts of anxiety, a sense of 

uncertainty, or fears of deportation, Russell says he didn't intend it to. Though, he's certainly open to 

that interpretation. 

 

"One person told me last night it’s like we took all our experiences you could possibly have and put 

them in the film," Russell said of the response to his film at the L.A. screening. "Another person told 

me last night that they thought it was about all the people who might have fears about being deported." 

 

Though Russell has a notable list of repeat players (Jennifer Lawrence and Robert De Niro among 

them) in his feature work, including American Hustle and Silver Linings Playbook, the short gave him 

a chance to work with new collaborators. 
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Prada’s new film references surrealism, Hitchcock
and dreams
Director David O. Russell discusses working with Mrs. Prada and getting inspired by memories, the
unconscious and archetypes of femininity

FeatureFashion

Text Emma Hope Allwood

Past Forward, a film by Prada and David O. Russell
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In attempting to describe – or better yet, understand – Prada and director David O. Russell’s new film Past Forward, Freud’s
Interpretation of Dreams might be a more useful companion than a press release. Debuted this week in its entirety (rather
than as the backdrop to the runway, as it was for their September womenswear show) the silent, black and white film is
perhaps best described as an unreliable narrative. There isn’t one heroine and hero, but three of each – we follow them for
20 minutes through a world that doesn’t quite make sense, chasing the characters through airports and crowds, watching
them dance and kiss in the rain as they enact the same surreal scenes, pair by pair. But when is this futuristic world set? Are
we watching a moment unfold on a television in one of the women’s apartments, or are we inside a dream? If, so, whose?
Like the idea that every decision we make creates a parallel universe, with alternate worlds splitting off into strings of infinite
possibilities, here there is no ultimate truth.

Prada has a history of teaming up with acclaimed directors, having previously tapped names including Wes
Anderson and Ridley Scott. The collaboration with O. Russell (the man behind Silver Linings Playbook, American Hustle, and
Joy) began with a conversation he had with Miuccia Prada at dinner, leading them to discuss “what cinema is, what memory
is, what life is, what dreams are” – for, as he says, “these are all related.”

The resulting film can be read as a combination of these things, of the ways that cinema crosses over with life, that scenes
become archetypes, entangled with our collective memories. Part of the joy of the film is the way its references spark
moments of recognition – eerie sets of identical twins like something out of Brave New World; a moment mirroring the part in
Dalí and Buñuel’s similarly greyscale silent film Un Chien Andalou, where a man’s mouth is replaced by a horrifying
expanse of smooth skin; two lovers kissing, their faces entangled in cloth recalling Rene Magritte’s The Lovers; the score
which takes its cues from Vertigo (and yes, there’s even a Hitchcock blonde). But more than anything, you get the feeling like
it’s appealing to something deeper in us, something more human, more elemental. After all, haven’t we all had dreams like
this?

Below, O. Russell discusses working with Mrs. Prada, getting inspired by his subconscious and the multifaceted nature of
femininity.

ON THE COLLABORATION WITH MIUCCIA PRADA

“We had a conversation about contemporary art and movies. What emotions and images live in a painting or a movie or a
sculpture or a memory. She follows her instincts and encourages you to do the same, she is no nonsense, and direct and
real and she loves movies and memories and mysteries that somehow point to an unknown future.”
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Full Text:  

As “For Your Consideration” billboards began popping up across Los Angeles in anticipation 

of awards season, Miuccia Prada came to Tinseltown on Tuesday night to solidify her 

standing with stylish celebrities. Following her first flirtation with Hollywood expressed via a 

lavender dress worn by Uma Thurman at the Oscars in 1995, the designer welcomed an array 

of guests at Hauser Wirth & Schimmel’s sprawling gallery for a screening of David O. 

Russell’s short film that she helped create. 

Christoph Waltz and Jamie Bell represented the leading men who had modeled in the Italian 

luxury brand’s past ad campaigns, and Freida Pinto and Sacha Baron Cohen acted in “Past 

Forward,” which premiered in front of Sarah Paulson, Demi Moore, Zosia Mamet, Michelle 

Monaghan, Mandy Moore, Zoey Deutch, Logan Lerman, Nicola Peltz, Kimberly Peirce, 

Scoot McNairy and Jacki Weaver. 

In the black and white movie that was filmed at signature Southern California spots, spanning 

from The Broad to the beach, Pinto, Allison Williams and Kuoth Wiel portray heroines who 

were rescued from Cohen’s man with no mouth by Jack Huston, John Krasinski and Sinqua 

Walls, respectively. Connie Britton and Paula Patton play a pair of fierce females who, like 

the other characters, aren’t overtly good or evil. After the film premiered in front of a crowd 

that squeezed onto benches and overflowed toward the doorway in a cavernous room stocked 

with unopened wood crates in one corner, one man told Michele Lamy, Rick Owens’ wife: “I 

was thinking of ‘Fahrenheit 451.’” 

“That was the whole idea,” Britton said of the characters’ ambiguity. “You weren’t sure. 

Nobody can be defined in one way.” In addition to having fun working on the film, the actress 

with ravishing red hair also relished in “just getting to wear Prada,” she said. To be sure, on 

TV, “I get to wear pretty amazing stuff on ‘Nashville.’” She realized how good she had it 

once she stepped onto the set for her low-budget movie called “Beatriz at Dinner,” which she 

likened to “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” “It was a beautiful Banana Republic dress,” 

she deadpanned. 

Walls also eased from a Prada suit to Nineties-era hip-hop duds for his role as a music 

manager in “The Breaks,” a series that will air on VH1 next spring. “I like to mix it up,” he 

said. 

Milla Jovovich is tossing together contrasting roles and wardrobes in a trio of new projects: 

“Future World” featuring James Franco, which she dubbed a “post-apocalyptic fairy tale;” 

“Shock and Awe,” in which she plays a war journalist’s wife, and the sixth edition in the 

“Resident Evil” video game movie franchise, which was directed by her husband, Paul W.S. 

Anderson. “It’s even better,” he assured of the action flick, which is out in January. 

The Hollywood set also made time for charity. When not feeling “so much sadness” for the 

final season of “Girls,” Williams traveled to Rwanda and Kenya for the charity Red and 

http://wwd.com/tag/miuccia-prada/
http://wwd.com/tag/freida-pinto-2/
http://wwd.com/tag/prada-2/
http://wwd.com/fashion-news/fashion-scoops/prada-opens-first-flagship-in-denmark-10704761/
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worked on a documentary about education. Describing her producer role on the series, she 

said, “I’m the Willy Wonka of it.” 

While Williams and other celebrities made a discreet exit shortly after the credits for “Past 

Forward” rolled, Olivia Munn and Edgar Ramirez lingered at the bar. Bell, who’s finishing 

the final season of “Turn: Washington’s Spies” and played the young lover of Annette 

Bening’s Gloria Grahame in the movie titled “Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool,” made the 

most of his free time with Kate Mara. Earlier that day, the two checked out director Guillermo 

del Toro’s exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 

“She’s a massive art collector,” Bell said of his paramour. Bursting into laughter, Mara 

replied, “He’s being sarcastic. We have zero intellect when it comes to art. If there’s a movie 

involved, we’re there.” They were certainly at the right place for date night. 
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Full Text:  

We‘re firmly in the era of elaborate fashion films, but Past Forward — David O. Russell‘s directorial 

effort for Prada — might be the most ambitious of its kind, unspooling a mile-long list of Hollywood 

credits at the end. Selections from the 18-minute film were shown during the brand‘s spring 2017 

show in Milan this September, and the full-length version premiered last night in Los Angeles. 

 

The nonlinear story centers around three glamorous women — played by Freida Pinto, Allison 

Williams, and newcomer Kuoth Wiel — who act out parallel stories, set in a dreamlike, black-and-

white world. The cast also features Connie Britton, Sacha Baron Cohen, and John Krasinski, among 

others. Today, the film is going wide, with simultaneous screenings set to take place in Tokyo, 

Shanghai, Berlin, London, Milan, Paris, Moscow, Istanbul, and Sydney. 

 

―Nobody made a nickel; we all just made it to do it. We made it in four days,‖ a silver suit–clad 

Russell told the Cut last night at the premiere. He felt lucky, he said, to have Miuccia Prada‘s blessing 

to take the story in an unusual direction: she told him, ―You can do whatever you want.‖ 
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The film‘s Hitchcock influences are immediately apparent — in the piled-high hairdos of its three 

heroines, the creeping sense of menace as they navigate futuristic worlds, and the score, which 

includes selections from Bernard Herrmann‘s soundtracks for North by Northwest and Vertigo. 

Russell noted that the film ―was obviously influenced by Hitchcock, which I feel is timeless, so I guess 

it‘s me loving that.‖ Fashion is a through-line as well, but it‘s seen subtly — in shots of a Prada bag or 

high heels abandoned on an airport floor, for example. His focus, he said, was ―really about the 

emotions, and that specific memory of what people are wearing.‖ 

 

The multiracial casting — including the triple-casting of Williams, Pinto, and Wiel — was an 

important part of the project for him. ―It was interesting for me to see three different actors as an 

experiment in cultural identity,‖ he said. ―I showed it to the founder of the Ghetto Film School and his 

one comment, which I never thought of, was ‗It‘s very unusual to see people of color in that world, 

which is a sort of a classic ‘50s world but also a futuristic world.‘ So I just thought it was a great 

experiment, as a director and a filmmaker to see three different people play each part.‖ 

 

The film ends with a kinetic dance sequence choreographed by Mandy Moore (no, not that Mandy 

Moore) who worked with Russell on Silver Linings Playbook and also choreographed the upcoming 

La La Land. That finale helps cut the tension of the earlier scenes. ―The celebration of love and music 

is one of those experiences I just love seeing in film,‖ Russell said. ―So it‘s a really joyous way to 

enter the third act.‖ 

 

Past Forward premieres on Prada.com tomorrow. 
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and-a/a50795/david-o-russell-prada/ 

 

 

 
 

Full Text: 

For her Spring/Summer 2017 fashion show, which ran this past September in Milan, Miuccia Prada 

wanted something more ambitious than just a line of models walking down a runway. She wanted 

something that would appropriately communicate her vision of feminine identity—with its complex 

intersection of history, experience, love, and drama. So she turned to her friend, filmmaker David O. 

Russell (American Hustle, Silver Linings Playbook, The Fighter), to create a multi-platform film 

project that would bring that vision to life. The resulting short film, titled Past Forward, is a surrealist 

dreamscape of mystery, suspense, paranoia, romance, love, conflict, and beauty, all of which unfolds 

beyond the strictures of linear time. 
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Devised over a string of conversations between Russell and Prada, the finished film—parts of which 

were screened during the September fashion show—feels somehow both new and old, familiar and 

foreign. Along with references to Hitchcock and surrealist art, there are also elements of classic sci-fi 

movies, romance films, and suspense thrillers, not to mention a lot of cool clothes. The full version of 

the film debuts Thursday on Prada's site. On the evening of the release, we spoke to David O. Russell 

about how it came to be, how he wrangled such a cool cast (Freida Pinto, Allison Williams, and Kuoth 

Wiel all play a version of the lead character), and how its paranoia and disorientation feels way too 

appropriate in today's political atmosphere. 

 

ESQ: How did this project originally come about? 

 

Russell: Just from having a conversation with Miuccia about art—contemporary art—that she was 

looking at for her museum in Milan. I think it's just from our friendship, and having conversations. 

She's a very specific, meticulous person. She reminds me of De Niro in some respects. We were just 

talking about what she personally looks for in art, or responds to. She responds in a very pure, no 

bullshit way. That's how she is. And that turned into a conversation about layers of identity, and 

experience. Layers of cinema memory and layers of personal memory. She just kept inviting me to do 

something, and I couldn't really believe it was going to happen. 

 

It wasn't for money or anything; it was just to do it. I didn't even know which actors were going to 

show up. We just did it to create something that was a pure silent film, that is associative like a dream. 

I'm a fan of surrealism. I believe in letting the unconscious speak and guide you, like in a dream. Now, 

in retrospect, I think this dream is filled with feelings and identities and shifts and uneasiness, but still 

very appropriate to this time right now. 

 

The film has a really cool cast. How did you get everyone on board? 

 

It was all serendipitous. Allison Williams and I have crossed paths many times. Michael B. Jordan 

introduced me to Freida Pinto, and Freida and I hit it off. John Krasinski and I happened to be talking 

about other projects at the time, and I said, "Would you want to do this?" I didn't know if he would 

show up, I didn't know if Sacha Baron Cohen would show up. He said he happened to be in town, and 

I happened to pay him a visit, and the next thing we knew we put him in the picture. It was all sort of 
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fortuitous like that. I'm working on a project with Robert De Niro that has a family that reflects the 

color of our families, which is mixed, so I wanted to meet new actors of color. Sinqua [Walls] and 

Kuoth [Weil] were great for me to meet and work with. 

 

Were you tied at all to Prada's designs for the film? Or did Miuccia give you free rein to do whatever 

you wanted? 

 

No, she just told me to do whatever I wanted to do. And I happened to be watching North by 

Northwest a lot. 

 

That's interesting. I was going to mention that many of the scenes feel like a Hitchcock film. 

 

Yes, and we actually got a Bernard Herrmann score [Herrmann composed scores for North by 

Northwest, Vertigo, and Psycho among other Hitchcock films], which we got from a couple of 

different films. [I wanted] to have a pure visual experience like that, though—that's like a dream, that 

is emotional, that feels almost like a Kafka experience, but is also romantic, and has all these different 

colors that life or a dream can have, or a movie can have, without words or explaining it. To me, what 

I loved about those [Hitchcock] films is the dignity of the people and their clothes. No matter whether 

they're falling down a mountain or climbing across Mount Rushmore, there's something dignified 

about their clothing. 

 

That was also important to me in American Hustle, that there's a sort of beauty and a love of their 

clothing. In American Hustle, they're always trying clothes on, they're loving clothes, trying different 

identities on. That kind of element is something that I like. Cary Grant's tailor told him to sleep in his 

suit, which is why it's in [North by Northwest]. I like someone having to go through the rain and the 

fight and everything, and they're still in this clothing that wouldn't be made for that. 

 

You've mentioned Hitchcock—were their any other cinematic reference points for you? 

 

Probably just surrealism. And also, I love something that feels like a fever dream. Whether it's 

Mulholland Drive or Hitchcock, where you aren't exactly sure what's happening, but it's emotional, 

and there are moments of beauty in it. Those were my references, I think. Other than that, I was just 
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sort of operating from my own unconscious. I have dreams, and I have dreams that I have thought a lot 

about since my childhood that were in there. These big things that I have experienced in recurring 

dreams. Images I've had in my mind, or shots I've wanted to do in many movies. 

 

I've had filmmaker friends who say, "If it's great, don't talk about it a lot," because it is what it is. 

That's the thing about this film. It's interesting to hear what other people say about it. I've had some 

people tell me, "It's like you took all the different stations or experiences one can have—medical, 

security, the airport, being a teenager, fighting, love, romance, and the uncertainty of being a loner—

and put them together in one story." 

 

It makes sense, then, that the film feels so much like a fever dream. 

 

I felt that's interesting, because when you just follow your unconscious, you're not sure how or what 

it's going to apply [to]. It's like automatic writing; you just let your unconscious speak. Then, the 

application of it presents itself at another time. I think in today's context, the film does look like a great 

feeling of unease and uncertainty. Uncertainty regarding security people, who are either there to treat 

you right or not, and you can't be sure. The fact that there were three races in the picture was 

something I was drawn to instinctively. It has kind of a different meaning today [after the election]. 

 

It gives the film an interesting context given that so much of the driving force in America today seems 

to be subconscious fear. 

 

I know. The movie feels like a dream I had two nights before the election. 

 

Really? 

 

Yeah, it felt like that. Like I'm living in an uncomfortable moment and I don't understand it. And it's 

an uncomfortable regime and I don't understand it. A dream can feel like you're a captive in some 

place. Right now, what are we in? We don't know what we're in right now. 

 

You talked earlier about all of the colors of life and of dreams, yet the film is in black and white. What 

was the decision behind that? 
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Well, I love black and white. I think it's very beautiful. There's something about black and white that, 

for me, makes it in another timeless state. It's in a different state. It's like movie time, or dream time, or 

it's the past, but it's the future. We got to shoot in the Broad [art museum in L.A.], which we used as an 

apartment building in the future. To me, it's the past, but it's also the future, and there's something that 

feels classic about it. I feel that way about my favorite films from 60 years ago. There's something 

timeless about them. 



1

Data

Pagina

Foglio

26-11-2016
36

0
4
4
1
1
9

Settimanale

Past Forward

C
o
d
ic

e
 a

b
b
o
n
a
m

e
n
to

:

Pag. 60



 

RUSSIA  – GRAZIA – PAST FORWARD MOSCOW SCREENING  -  23.11.2016 
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WONDERLANDMAGAZINE.COM 

PRADA PAST FORWARD 
DECEMBER 14TH, 2016 

A film for Prada by David O. Russell. 

Taken from the Winter Issue of Wonderland. 

 

 
 

MIUCCIA PRADA, THE DESIGNER famed for her investigative feminist works has just revealed Past 

Forward — a quixotic new multi-faceted film project directed by the mastermind of all things 

wondrous, (Joy, American Hustle, and Silver Linings Playbook, you name it, he’s probably done it) 

David O. Russell. Previous brand filmic-collaborations have included the whimsical workings of Wes 

Anderson, who’s French-themed series featured the incandescent Lea Seydoux, starring as the 

label’s ingenue to promote their perfume Candy as well as the quintessentially Italian 

delight Castello Cavalcanti, starring Jason Schwartzman. 

 

Past Forward has been imagined as a surreal and silent dreamscape, where the actors feature in a 

unreliable narrative, constantly shifting combinations in replaying scenes. The result is 

disorientating, complex and gripping; contrasting the logic of convention, Russell purposefully 

leaves the viewer to decode what is seemingly elements of a beguiling black and white collage. 

The director pushes us to question our meaning of experience, memory, and dream; and thus to 

distinguish our ontological differences between them. 

 

“Miuccia Prada challenged me to make a work of cinema, like a dream, fuelled by strange mystery, 

suspense, fear, danger, beauty, conflict, romance, love, identity, and time,” Russell explains. “Here 

was the opportunity to make a journey guided by layers of movie memories, life images and 

emotions, with no aim except to create art — as if it were a painting or a sculpture — free from 

normal narrative or audience expectations. The cast and I worked simply for the joy of making 

art.” 

A stellar crew of actors feature in the short: Allison Williams, Freida Pinto, Kuoth Weil, John 

Krasinski, Jack Huston, Sinqua Walls, Paula Patton, Connie Brittan, and Sacha Baron Cohen. You 

http://www.wonderlandmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Screen-Shot-2016-12-13-at-13.58.36.png


may have already seen some of their faces at the set of the Prada SS17 fashion presentation this 

past month, where fragments of the film were integrated into the set. 

Past Forward has been specifically designed to play in multiple media spaces: the cinema, social 

media, the gallery, and online. You can catch the first glimpse of the film at the new Hauser Wirth 

Schimmel Gallery in Los Angeles 15 November, where Prada will be initially showcasing it. Can’t 

quite afford trip to La-la Land, even if it is for Prada? You can catch Past Forward at prada.com as 

of 17 November. Be prepared to hit repeat and revel in the gorgeously cryptic tale. 
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Words: Sophia Lee 
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