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“There’s
something
wrong about
big brands.’

The inimitable Miuccia Prada.



-

Raf Simons

Few, if any, designers match the mind and mindset of Miuccia Prada.

At a time when fashion houses seem increasingly judged on their financial
form - like some kind of results-based sporting contest — we can sometimes
lose sight of just how unique a voice she is. Intimate yet operating at scale,
never afraid to contradict or backtrack, and offering a female presence
that’s defined only by its wonderfully unpredictable nature — formidable
one moment, frivolous the next — there has always been more than one
Miuccia Prada.

Which is why we drafted in a few friends to help us explore her world and
her work, and listen to the designer in her own words.

In June, we invited Raf Simons to Milan to chat with her about what it
means to be a fashion designer today (back then, Raf only had eyes for his
own label, but his subsequent appointment as creative director at US giant
Calvin Klein now adds an interesting perspective to their conversation).
Then super-stylist Katie Grand interviewed Mrs. Prada about their shared
favourite subject — Prada clothes — and shot her own enviable Prada

and Miu Miu archives with photographer Norbert Schoerner. Next up,
20-year-old writer, actress and Prada-phile, Tavi Gevinson, quizzed Mrs.
Prada about what she means to women (of all ages) and what women mean
to her. And finally, we sent photographer Juergen Teller down the Carsten
Holler slide in Mrs. Prada’s office in Milan (and he came back with some
pictures of her, too).

What comes to the fore over the following pages is simply confirmation

of a long-held belief. Beyond seasonal trends or Q4’s financial results,
everybody loves Miuccia.
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“Us designers
rarely get the
chance to be
together.’

Miuccia Prada and Raf Simons in conversation.



" Rafl Simons

‘I’'m never
jealous

of the good
ones.’

Raf Simons and Miuccia Prada in conversation.
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‘Women

still don’t rule
the wor]d,
but we’re more

artlculate

ia Prada tells Tavi why femininity means
mor th n just girly motifs or womanly silhouettes.

Tavi Gevinson




Tavi Gevinson

Wandering around a hotel in my Miu Miu pyjamas with my [riend.
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Miuceia Prada

Prada Noah's Ark top against my shower curtain.
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Miuccin Prada

Toilet selfie of Prada Lips skirt (iconic!) and shoes.
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Minccia Prada

Miu Miu choker in the middle of the desert.
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Miuccia Prada

In a Miu Miu sweater, in the bathroom, on a date going very badly.
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Miuccia Prada

Inmy Miu Miu collar, before going out.
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a different way of being, much more
complex. much more interesting. much
more real, much more fun—now, it'snot
the best. But | hope that there will be a
new change. Maybe we went 1oo farand
now we will go back.

you've toyed with these clichés of
beauty, but then there are occasional-
Iy collections where you have said that
you're trying to go back to this pure
idea of beauty, that exists in the psy-
che. The kind that you would recognize
in nature. or the same kind that peo-
ple might have recognized years ago
pefore being influenced so much by
external ideals. From the time 1 grew
pp in, and how many images I've been
surrounded by, I think today it would
be harder for someone my age to be
able to make that distinction between
contemporary ideas of beauty that
have been perpetuated by media and
clichés, and then some type of ‘pure’
authentic beauty, Where did it come
from for you? Does that make sense?

Yes, that is very, very interesting. I nev-
er thought about why — probably my
education—1had anidea of what beauty

was and how to break the rules, and
rrew what is classic beauty? Mavbe it is
the Hollywood, Oscars kind... But I'm
really interested in what you're saying
because it’s true. To a vounger genera-
tion withso much information, which is
the one that fits beauty?

But you can only think aboui your own
ideas ofit?

Yes, I think [ feel the pressure, but in
the end, it doesn’t make any sense to me
because there's nothing [ eando with it

Dioes Miu Miu funciion as a way to pre-
sent a different idea of womanhood
from Prada?

When I started Miu Miu,” I always
said the distinction was — because Pra-
da somchow was more serious, more
thoughtful, more intellectual, let’s say -
Miu Miu was another part of myself,
more fun. Soit’s another way lo express
the differences 1 have with myself.
Sometimes no one knows which one is
which, because [ do Prada li ke I should
do Miu Miu, and [ do Miu Miu like 1
should do Prada. But if I do that, they
tell me, ‘See? You confuse people!’

Tavi Gevinson

[Laughs] So probably this is the first
time that I say it in public. Butit's a part
of me. Miu Miu is more improvised,
more special. lighter, more instinctual.

Ithink part of being playfulis trying to
see what it’s like to feel serious. And
part of being intellectual is to see what
it’s like to be more playful. So those
tendencies make sense for both sides
of being a woman.

Thank you for analysing it because |
am s0 happy vou say that. That con-
soles me!

Good! The smartest people | know, the
maost Prada people I know, know that
you need time to play and to feel like a
child and to not think! They know you
need Miu Miu in your life, too!

[Laughs] Completely. yes. It's nice to
have both. Otherwise, my constanl
complex is the end of curiosity, so at
least now there are different places to
20. The most fun Thave is when [ debate
with mysell: “Why is Prada sophisticat-
ed? Let’s make it stupid! Why 15 Miu
Miu so playful? Let's make it more
smart!’ That'sa game I play with myself!

7. Miu Miu was founded in 1993 ag, ac-

1. Spring-Summer 2008 ready-1o-wear
collezion

2. Swiss psvchologist Carl Jung (1875-
1961} believed that all humans share a
collective unconscious. This includes
archetypes, figures such as the mother
or the wise old man universally recog-
nized by people regardless of the cul-
ture into which they were born.

1. The Fondarione Prada, originally
founded in 1993 by Miuccia Prada and
her husband Patrizio Bertelli, pro-

motes contemporary art and caliure.
Since then it had created, according
to ity webaite, *Utopian” monograph-
e artist commissions, CORLEMpOrary
philosophy conferences., research ex-
hihitions and initiatives related 1o the
field of cinema”, In May 2015, the Fon-
darione opened a permanénl Space in
sowtheast Milan designed by architect
Rem Koolhaas and OMA.

4, Midstio Mosquito was bom in Luanda,

Angaola, in 1981, The artist, currently
based in Ghent, Belgium, works in

performance, music, video, installa-
tion, sound and poetry.

5. Minceia Prada reccived a FhD in
Flllhlll:ﬂ] scence [rom ihe l.'m'\.tl'!.'ll!.'
of Milan.

b, Alexander the Great, directed by
Robert Rodsen, starred Burton as
Alexander and Peter Cushing as his
enemy Memnon of Rhodes. The New

York Times' review of March 29, 1956,

called it *an overlong but thoughiful
and spectacular entertainment’,

cording to the Prada Group's website,
*m private territory of expression and
a creative playground, Gttingly chrs-
tened with Miuccia Prada’s family
neckname’,
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